Increasing incidence of tuberculosis in Tuscan youth, 1997 to 2011.
Data from 484 children (median age: 6 years; 46.5% immigrants) hospitalized for tuberculosis in 31 Tuscan hospitals in 1997-2011 were analyzed. Incidence increased from 7.3 (95% confidence interval: 4.9-9.4) to 12.5 (95% confidence interval: 9.6-15.4) per 100,000 (P=0.009). Increases were particularly profound in children<5 years of age, reaching 13.3 (95% confidence interval: 7.8-18.9; P<0.0001 for 2011 vs.1997) per 100,000. Pediatric tuberculosis is a major issue in Tuscany.